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The Influence of Social distance 
on Interethnic relations: The 
case of Republic of Macedonia
This paper focuses on the influence of Social distance on interethnic relations as a
precondition of security destabilization of Macedonian society. The paper is based
on empirical research conducted in 2015, and compared with similar researches in
Macedonia, conducted in 2002 and 1995. Basically, we are focused on ethnic and
religious distance as a factor for social destabilization. Increasing the level of this
type of social distance can mean greater chance for destabilization and possibility
for interethnic conflicts. This is quite noticeable in the pre and post conflict stage in
1995 and 2002, and decreasing in 2015. Also, this process of influence can be
analyzed and vice versa, i.e. when we have conflict situation, determined by ethnic
and religious markers, ethnic and religious distance between groups in Republic of
Macedonia is increasing.
In terms of political mobilization this social conflict and ethnic distance are
exploited from different political, ethnic and religious factors, especially before
significant political events as elections or censuses. In the last two years we can
notice clear influence of refugee crisis on ethnic and especially religious distance
between different groups in Republic of Macedonia.
1.1.Gender, age and place of residence
The research“Impact of Stereotypes and Ethnic Distance on the Phenomena of Discrimination, Hate Speech and Hate
Crime“included 519 respondents.41% of the respondents are male, and 59 % of the respondents are female. According to
the representation of age categories, 243 respondents or 46,8 % are aged 16-18, 255 respondents or 49,1 % are aged 19-21,
while 17 respondents or 3,3 % are aged 22- 24. 38,7 % of the respondents live in a village, while 59 % live in a town.
1.2.Ethnic and religious background
According to the ethnic origin, most of the respondents are from the Macedonian and Albanian ethnic community. Hence,
342 respondents or 65,9 % are Macedonians, while 156 respondents or 30,1% are Albanians. Other ethnic groups have
lower participation rate, or they account for 4 % in the total number of respondents (Chart1).
According to the religious background of the respondents, 323 respondents or 62,2 % declared as Christians Orthodox, 172
respondents or 33,1 % as Muslims, while around 4 % of the respondents declared as Catholics or Protestants, atheists or
opted for the option“other“(Chart 2).




Ethnic origin
Macedonian Albanian
1995 2003 2015 1995 2003 2015
MACEDONI
ANS
4,87 4,92 4,73 2,24 1,07 3,18
ALBANIANS 1,12 1 1,98 4,88 5,00 4, 92
TURKS 2,34 2,30 2,70 3,67 3,70 3,51
ROMA 1,54 1,23 2,02 1,35 1,30 2,06
SERBS 4,34 4,78 3,68 1,02 1 1,44
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Albanians
1995 2003 2015
MACEDONI
AN
ALBANIAN TURK ROMA SERB
To live with me in the same 
municipality
89, 8 % 31, 3 % 39, 8 % 34, 6 % 58, 5 %
To live with me at the same place 86 % 24, 9 % 34, 2 % 19, 3 % 54, 1 %
His children to attend the same school 
as my children
84, 8 % 31, 3 % 43 % 29, 2 % 57, 9 %
To mingle with him/her and be my 
friend
84, 8 % 35, 4 % 50 % 28, 7 % 65, 2 %
My sister or relative to get married to 
him
86, 3 % 12 % 16, 4 % 8, 2 % 41, 5 %
To be mayor of my municipality 90, 1 % 15, 2 % 15, 8 % 10, 8 % 24 %
To be director of the organization where 
I am employed
89, 2 % 21, 3 % 27, 2 % 15, 8 % 35, 4 %
To represent my municipality in the 
Parliament
89, 5 % 16, 1 % 18, 4 % 11, 1 % 26, 6 %
MACEDONIANS
ALBANIANS MACEDONIAN ALBANIAN TURK ROMA SERB
To live with me in the same 
municipality
23, 1 % 84 % 37, 8 % 7, 7 % 7, 7 %
To live with me at the same place 15, 4 % 88, 5 % 32, 1 % 5, 8 % 4, 5 %
His children to attend the same 
school as my children
20, 5 % 84, 6 % 30, 1 % 5, 1 % 6, 4 %
To mingle with him/her and be 
my friend
27, 6 % 80, 8 % 37, 8 % 5, 8 % 5, 8 %
My sister or relative to get 
married to him
3, 8 % 91 % 14, 1 % 1, 9 % 2, 6 %
To be mayor of my municipality 11, 5 % 87, 2 % 15, 4 % 6, 4 % 5, 1 %
To be director of the organization 
where I am employed
17, 3 % 86, 5 % 18, 6 % 6, 4 % 8, 3 %
To represent my municipality in 
the Parliament
17, 3 % 86, 5 % 16 % 5, 8 % 7, 1 %
CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX RELIGION ORTHODOX MUSLIM CATHOLIC PROTESTANT
To live with me in the same municipality 89, 5 % 46, 7 % 50, 2 % 32, 5 %
To live with me at the same place 90, 1 % 38, 4 % 44 % 27, 9 %
His children to attend the same school as 
my children
87 % 43, 7 % 46, 4 % 31 %
To mingle with him/her and be my friend 89, 5 % 43, 3 % 47, 7 % 30, 3 %
My sister or relative to get married to him 90, 4 % 19, 8 % 26, 9 % 17 %
To be mayor of my municipality 90, 1 % 25, 4 % 31 % 21, 1 %
To be director of the organization where I 
am employed
90, 4 % 28, 5 % 30, 3 % 21, 7 %
To represent my municipality in the 
Parliament
85, 8 % 25, 1 % 29, 4 % 18, 9 %
ISLAM RELIGION ORTHODOX MUSLIM CATHOLIC PROTESTANT
To live with me in the same municipality 24 % 93 % 18 % 10, 5 %
To live with me at the same place 19, 2 % 91, 3 % 16, 3 % 7, 6 %
His children to attend the same school as 
my children
23, 3 % 89 % 16, 3 % 10, 5 %
To mingle with him/her and be my friend 23, 3 % 84, 9 % 18, 6 % 8, 1 %
My sister or relative to get married to 
him
7 % 87, 8 % 4, 1 % 2, 3 %
To be mayor of my municipality 17, 4 % 88, 4 % 14 % 8, 1 %
To be director of the organization where 
I am employed
16, 9 % 87, 2 % 10, 5 % 5, 8 %
To represent my municipality in the 
Parliament
23, 8 % 83, 7 % 14 % 7, 6 %
Likert scale
1. Every nation must have its own country;
2. Mixed marriages are doomed to fail;
3. One can feel safe in the surrounding only when the majority of the people there belong to the
same ethnic community;
4. One can achieve cooperation among the ethnic communities, but not complete trust;
5. Everyone should feel as the destiny of the nation is his/her own destiny;
6. I feel the same belonging both to my nation and the humankind;
7. The feeling of national-ethnic belonging is one of the most beautiful feelings;
8. It is senseless to say that all nationalities – ethnic communities are equal, since it is obvious that
some are more valuable;
9. The ones who belong to my nation should always show more appreciation for their nation.
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